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CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME — GERALDTON SCRAP METAL 
Grievance 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [9.30 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Environment, who, 
of course, is represented here by a parliamentary secretary, the member for Baldivis, and I thank him for taking 
the grievance. This grievance is from one of my constituents. A letter that we received from him reads — 

My name is Ivan Mondello I’m the owner of Geraldton scrap metal I have operated in Geraldton for 
approx. 18 years ,in the early years I was my own best Ali Can customer but as any small business owner 
dose I put in long hard days to get to the to a point I am proud to say that SO FAR THIS YEAR alone 
I have saved over 11ton of ALUMINIUM CANS from landfill . They have been collected from community 
groups, lions clubs, Men Sheds’ sporting clubs school P&Cs, and residents from Green head to Carnarvon 
and even Exmouth from MT Magnet to Meekatharra and even the little Three Springs footy club. 

He is, effectively, collecting cans from across about 20 per cent of Western Australia. The letter continues — 
But now with absolutely no local discussion and myself not been great with Government English — 

I sympathise with Ivan, with not being good at government English myself — 
I did not get the opportunity to take part in the WARRRL scheme That is fine due to what I have since learnt 
about it . however I struggle to understand if we are serious about recycling why can existing business 
not be subsidised the same as the chosen ones. Geraldton scrap metal pays 75cents per kilo for Aluminium 
cans I process and transport them to Perth to sell for $1.05cents per kilo. 

He shares what he gets back with all the community organisations that he collects the cans from. The letter also states — 
After 18 years hard work my own Government puts my 2 fulltime workers and myself on the doll que 
I get to watch some one else get rich on my hard work all in the name of fake recycling. 
I take steel cans they don’t they take stubbies because brewers pay( Coca-Cola or is it WARRL)but they 
don’t take wine bottles, its all the same glass. 
My question is Can anything be done to save Geraldton scrap metal and true recycling. 
PS 
So far I have not allowed plastics into my yard as we only truly recycle around 10 to 15% of it the rest is 
hidden in landfill or in sheds burning to the ground yet the manufacturer of much of them is at the helm 

I think he is referring to the people on the board of this new body. 
The other point that Ivan makes in an email is that removing aluminium cans from him will further damage his 
business because of the other things that come with him getting aluminium cans. It reads — 

As I have previously stated I put a lot of work into building that side of the business for two reasons first 
because as the word gets out that you look after people so well with their can’s, the fund raisers pop up 
and start collecting again in bulk the second is once the fund raisers have started all the scrap metal 
enthusiasts ‘hear about it and start looking at your prices. 

Therefore, if he loses the cans, no doubt it will end up costing more jobs and, as he says, maybe even his own. 
I acknowledge that I have written letters to the minister and he has replied to me and to Ivan himself. 
Ivan has been in business for 18 years. He has built a successful business. I have been to his yard. It is totally 
organised—very neat and tidy. Walking around there, I think it is quite amazing what is wasted. People like Ivan 
get out there and build a business by the sweat of their brow. There are batteries, air-conditioners and all kinds of 
metals. He has created an entire business, however, out of the cans. He builds the cages and delivers them to the 
people who give him the cans. He shares the money with the organisation. As I have said, he takes the cages out 
as far away as Green Head, Carnarvon, Exmouth, Mt Magnet, Meekatharra and Three Springs. He then brings the 
cans back to Geraldton, presses them up, puts them onto pallets and delivers them to Perth. This fundamental part 
of his business disappears with this new model, and I do not think he has received a fair go. He mentions that he 
does not speak government English, and I sympathise with him in that. I suspect that he did not fully understand 
the forms when he had to fill them out. He has mentioned to me, and obviously someone has mentioned this to 
him, the federal government rules that sit around what is called competitive neutrality. My understanding of that 
is that the government cannot compete with private businesses and put them out of business. Therefore, if I do not 
have any luck here with this grievance today, that is where I will be taking this further on Ivan’s behalf. As an MP, 
I have seen the federal government rules used and I have helped people use these rules against a council venture 
that would have been competing with the private sector. 
When looking at another recycling operation in Geraldton, it came to me how wasteful we are as a community. 
Different levels of government place every obstacle they can in the way of people who see recycling as an opportunity. 
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It is, of course, much easier to shove it all into landfill. I say, thankfully, that we can no longer send our rubbish 
to China and Indonesia like some kind of white overlords who have the right to do that. I think it is about time that 
we faced up to these issues. 
I am greatly disappointed with the implementation of the scheme. I have always supported it, and I was impatient 
for it to come in. I always wondered why it would work in South Australia but apparently not in Western Australia. 
However, I am sceptical about a process that does not seem to be transparent, and could see a local business that 
took 18 years to build thrown down the chute. It seems like active discrimination against a successful, hardworking 
small business man. 
I am trying to save from this crazy bureaucracy someone’s business that has taken 18 years to build. On top of no 
crayfishing in town since 25 January, no Chinese tourists and a stupid toilet tax that would close down caravan 
parks and motels, I am wondering whether the government listens. I am interested to hear whether it has something 
useful to say. 
MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.36 am]: I thank the member for Geraldton for his 
grievance and the courtesy of some notice of it. I appreciate that. I have read Mr Mondello’s correspondence, and 
I will come to that in a moment. 
The government went to the previous election with a commitment to establish a container deposit scheme if elected, 
and I am pleased to say that that policy is on track to be delivered on 2 June this year. The scheme will have the 
highest ratio of refund points to population of any container deposit scheme in Australia, and this will make it the 
most accessible in the country. Beverage containers account for 44 per cent of litter volume in Western Australia, 
despite being made from easily recyclable materials such as glass, plastic, aluminium and cardboard. Container 
deposit schemes around the world have a proven track record of reducing litter, and WA’s scheme is designed to 
maximise recycling and opportunities for social enterprises. 

The objectives of the scheme are to increase the recovery and recycling of empty beverage containers, reduce the 
number of empty beverage containers that are littered or sent to landfill, ensure that suppliers of beverage containers 
take product stewardship responsibility in relation to their products, provide opportunities for social enterprise and 
benefits for community organisations, create opportunities for employment, and complement existing collection 
and recycling activities for recyclable waste. It is estimated that over the next 20 years, WA’s containers for change 
scheme will result in 706 million fewer littered drink containers, 5.9 billion fewer drink containers sent to landfill 
and 6.6 billion more containers being recycled. The scheme will also create new businesses and employment 
opportunities across the state, and provide a new way for all our charities, schools, local sports clubs and other 
community organisations to raise money. The scheme is expected to create more than 500 jobs across the state, 
and many of these jobs will be targeted at employing people living with a disability, the long-term unemployed 
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

WA Return Recycle Renew Ltd, or WARRRL, was appointed by the government to run the scheme. WARRRL is 
responsible for establishing a collection network that meets or exceeds the minimum network standards set by the 
government. WARRRL is a not-for-profit company, and the revenue from the sale of returned materials will be 
returned to the scheme to recover costs. The scheme has been designed with input from an advisory group with 
representatives from recyclers, the waste sector, the beverage industry and environment and community groups. It 
has also drawn on experience from schemes in Australia and around the world. When the scheme launches on 
2 June, it will have at least 172 refund points operating in every region of the state, from the Kimberley to the great 
southern. At the end of its first year of operation, the scheme will have at least 229 refund points, and at that time 
Containers for Change will reach 99 per cent of the state’s population. 

To establish the collection network, WA Return Recycle Renew Ltd ran an open-market procurement process from 
July 2019 to October 2019 inviting individuals, companies, charities and local governments wanting to operate 
container refund points to apply. The procurement process for the collection network included direct contact with 
scrap metal dealers to invite participation in the network. I am told that nine scrap metal dealers applied to operate 
refund points, of which four were successful, and three have now accepted offers from WARRRL. 

I am advised that Mr Mondello made an application to be in the initial group of refund point operators. There was 
significant interest in the procurement process, and it was well subscribed and highly competitive. Unfortunately, 
Mr Mondello’s application was not successful. I understand that this was because the application did not meet all 
the specified refund point criteria, which were based on the scheme’s legislated objectives and obligations. 
I understand that WARRRL has provided detailed written feedback on how Mr Mondello’s application rated against 
each evaluation criterion. I am also told that the initial minimum network requirement for Geraldton has now been 
met. WARRRL is now focusing on other areas that require additional refund points to meet the minimum network 
requirements. The Minister for Environment has also written to Mr Mondello suggesting that he consider submitting 
an expression of interest for these other areas. Refund points are nominated for the towns of Dongara–Port Denison, 
Northampton, Morawa, Kalbarri, Mt Magnet and Meekatharra. There may also be opportunities to establish a mobile 
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service to smaller towns. Mr Mondello has also been encouraged to consider seeking a role through WARRRL as 
an approved recycler. 

The scheme design and procurement process in WA will deliver a collection network operated by a diverse range 
of business and not-for-profit organisations. An array of refund point types will be available in order to provide 
the greatest convenience to the community. These include over-the-counter depots that provide on-the-spot 
refunds and bag drops that provide the convenience of a drop-and-go facility with refunds deposited into 
customers’ nominated bank accounts. Mobile refund points and reverse vending machines will also be in operation. 
Currently, selected refund points include about 40 per cent non-profits, social enterprises, community groups and 
Aboriginal corporations; 40 per cent commercial entities; and 20 per cent local governments. I understand from 
WARRRL that all except two of the 67 commercial operators selected to date to operate refund points are small 
to medium–sized family–owned and operated businesses. 

I believe the scheme will play a crucial role in changing community participation in recycling in this state. The 
McGowan government is working hard to deliver the best scheme in the nation, with the best access to refund 
points of any scheme in Australia. Containers for Change will create positive change for our environment by 
encouraging people not to litter and provide opportunity for schools and community groups throughout the state 
to raise funds. 
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